Aaron Siva

AARON SIVA joined the firm as an associate in 2016 and was recently made a partner in 2025.

He read law at the University of London and subsequently completed his Certificate of Legal Practice.
He has been in practice since 2015.

His main role — when joining the firm - was to assist the principal partners of the firm in the conduct
of their matters. He works closely with both partners in the conduct of all their matters in addition to
conducting matters of his own at the lower Courts, the High Court as well as the appellate Courts of
Malaysia.

His experience spans a broad range of admiralty and maritime matters, including:

Admiralty disputes such as vessel arrests and claims against ships.

Dry shipping claims, including charterparty disputes, bills of lading, cargo misdelivery, and
contamination issues.

Wet shipping claims, covering casualties, salvage, general average, insurance, limitation of
liability, statutory and criminal liability, as well as environmental and pollution matters.

Shipbuilding and repair disputes, including contract advisory.
Collision and port-related claims, including damage to vessels, ports, and cargo.

Commercial and contractual disputes, such as breaches of charterparties, supply and bunker
contracts, sub-bailment arrangements, and the exercise of liens.

Crew-related claims, including injury and fatality matters.

Carriage and handling of cargo, including dangerous goods, limitation of liabilities, and
delivery/discharge disputes.

Procedural and enforcement matters, including prohibitory and Mareva injunctions, discovery
applications, subrogation, intervention, and maritime liens.

Recent Cases

Acted on behalf of a major West Malaysian port in an action for damages against a shipowner
arising out of a fire on board incident at port

Acted on behalf of a shipowner defending a collision claim, where despite liability being
established against his client resulted in a costs order, post trial, whereby the award for costs
in favour of his client far overtook the award for damages against his client

Acted on behalf of insurers of a multimodal transport provider in defending a claim for loss
and damage to high value cargo

Acted on behalf of directors of a freight forwarding company in defending a charge brought by
Customs for wrongful declaration on manifest

Was co-counsel in a landmark Federal Court decision expanding on a procedural point
involving the validity of writs in rem filed in the Malaysian High Court

Provided expert evidence before a London Arbitration Tribunal on bunkering issues in
Malaysian waters



